


CNN Reports the Death of Hunter
Thompson

PORTER FOX

KYRA PHILLIPS: Journalist and author Hunter %, Thompson, who pioneered
the concept of “gonzo journalism,” fatally shot himself in the head Sunday at
his home near Aspen, Colorado. With us today is Bruce Morton who covered
the 72 campaign for CBS and remembers Thompson as a bigger-than-life
presence who wrote “good stuff” Bruce?

BRUCE MORTON: I've worked for CBS for forty years, Kyra.

KYRA: You were a close, personal friend of Mr. Thompson's?

BM: We were intimate, yes.

KyYRA: When was the last time vou spoke with him?

BM: About 30 years ago.

KYRA: In your professional opinion, Bruce, would you say that Mr, Thompson
will be extolled in the annals of political journalism?

M: He perked up the campaign plane and bus a whole lot. He'd come out and
say, “Hey hey, weird stuff’s going to happen, Hunter is here”

kyra: Could it be said that Mr. Thompson revolutionized political writing?

BM: Revolution is a strong word. Manipulate perhaps.

kyra: And vet he never seemed to gain the momentum in his career that
someone such as vourself did.

BM: Forty years, Kyra.

Kyra: What exactly is it you cover now, Bruce?

WASHINGTON SQUARE

T i 0l e M

en: Foreign events. Color, Florida.

kyRA: The twilight of a prestigious career,

BM: I seem to have developed an overwhelming passion for golf.

kyRra: Why do you think, Bruce, Mr. Thompson shot himself?

BM: Tt's a discase, Kyra. All those little white balls flying around.

kyRa: [ certainly didn't expect suicide.

eM: This country desires peace. We're tired of all the yelling. The debating.
Stand for this, burn that. And what actually happens? I've been covering this
beat for forty vears—Nixon, Ford, Carter—and T honestly don’t know what's
changed in all that time.

kvra: What do you think Mr. Thompson would say to that?

BuM: Something loud. But the proof is in the news.... So we've adjusted a few
civil liberties, staged a shootout or two, the women's thing, Russia. But what's

really happened? The fact of the matter is, audiences are over it, as the young g
say. Bring on a Jacuzzi and a fun, refreshing energy drink.

wvra: The new Typhoon Jacuzzi ads are pretty preat aren’t they?

BM: Exciting is the word. Did anyone ever think hot tubs could be so easy?
And clean?

wyra: Comfort collars? Mood lights?

Bat: I couldn't make a wooden utility cabinet that looked so real.
Ky¥rA: Hunter never worked for television, did he, Bruce?

B It's a different game up here. No hiding behind the pen.

KYRA: Was there a lot of rabble-rousing in "72? T heard it was quite the bat-
tle—on the campaign trail and in the newsroom.

BM: I've been with CES for four decades, Kyra. In two years.
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