WIH| T ﬂ]ﬂmmm

TETIT IS ® ONE THOUSAND SIXTY SEVEN WORDS




"ERMPLY A YOUTH TREMERDOUSLY EXOTED BY LIFE." FROTO: DAYE HEATH

Bullet holes in a road sign. Zig-zag tire tracks. A
middle-aged man in a Plymouth Belvedere dan-
gling a cigarette out the window. A gravel depot,
a slash pile, Power lines with three inches of new
snow balanced on top.

Embden, Population: 881, Incorporated: 1806,
The highway reaches out through a stand of
pines, wraps around the river bend, then runs flat
out across a hayfield and disappears. It's snowing.
The crystals swoosh off the hood and swoop over
the windshield. t's been dumping for three days.
It's raining on the coast We knew it was snow-
ing in the mountains, We've been looking out the
window since Wednesday, waiting to load the car.
Mow we're on the road, knocking down green
mile markers, in between places, and waiting. ..

The pines are tall and skinny. The paper compa-
ry planted them to conceal a clear-cut 100 yards
off the highway. My ski partner and 1 chatted at
the beginning of the drive, Mow we're all eyes
and ideas. This is No Place, Nowhere. You have
to go through here, this geographic and psychic
place, to get there. This is where skiers consider
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just about everything in their lives, stack up plans
and needs, break them down, line them up in
neat rows. | run through a checklist of things: skis,
poles, hat, gloves. Gloves. Oh, shit.

Annie's Country Store has lambskin wark glaves
with shearling liners for $7.99. They're 350 at the
resort, Annie's has pizza dogs tor sale too. Whoa.
And a free-small-chesse-pizza-with-any-large-2-
way-pizza-4-7-only. The pumps advertise $2.15
per gallon. They've been closed for two years.

These are the places where the big thoughts
happen. Big roads near big mountains: lackson
Hole from the east over Togwotee Pass; Telluride
on the way up frdm Ridgway; Thompson Pass to
Valdez; Highway 191 and 64 right before Big Sky;
the Sea-to-Sky Highway to Whistler/Blackcomb;
just about anywhere on Vermont's Route 100;
Oh-My-Gosh comer right before the Sugarloaf ac-
cess road.

Back on the road and the speed limit is 50 mph.
fAinson Grange #88 is closed. Gertie's upholstery
is closed. Why not 557 These unfamiliar places
are seftings for our thoughts. A wide, shallow riv-
er; a flagstane dam; a steeple jutting up through
the trees: a ski track leading into the woods; &
backyard plastic play land that's just too big; black
ice an the road; snow banks to the eyes,

These are the conduits: Rogers Pass; Red Moun-
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Anather; "A great ane is 90 at the Idaho/
Maontana border. Lockout Pass is roughly half-
way between Coeur d'Alene and Missoula, This
is where Lookout Pass ski area is located, in the
middle of nowhere, Tiny area with 400 inches of
snowfall. Great comfort to see ski lifts on a long
weary drive)”

From Les Anthony: “On the way to Whistler
there's a stretch of Highway 99 (the Sea-to-Sky/
See-to-Die Highway) where you come face to
face with the blue-toothed grandeur of the Tanta-
lus Range, which lets you know you are ascend-
ing into the Coast Range and a different kind of
ski universe; it's a partent of things to come. Real
Toto-we're-nat-in-Kansas-anymore territory. It still
gnps me after hundrads of trips past”

There are real estate signs now. We must be
fiore tiny shops: "My Wife's Place™; "MWy Fa-

close. W
ther's Place”: “The Sassor Wizard!” The car is just a
toy; the people on the streets are toys. | have re-
ceded. I'm recollecting a day so deep that it didn't
feel like skiing. It felt like something I'd never done
before. Long undenvear socks, hat Or one back
East when it was so cold the tip of my ski snapped
off, Feece sleeping bag toothbrush,

There are plenty of things skiers enjoy. There
are only a few that sustain them. The difference
between the two is difficult o explain. Suffice it
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ta say that certain adventures bring us above life
and joy. They are crystalline moments when ev-
erything in the world has been put right. They are
elusive and indefinable. And we'll drive 10,000
miles to find them.,

- MDK? ARE YOU 1K THERE? PHOTO: MARK. FISHER, TGP,




